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REVELATION  xii.  12. 

Wo  to  the  Inhabiters  of  the  earth  and  of  the  fea  ! 
for  the  devil  is  come  down  unto  you ,  having 
great  wrath 
but  a  fjort  time . 


THE  predictions  contained  in  this  book,  coniid- 
ered  in  connection  with  thofe  of  a  fimilar  im¬ 
port  in  the  book  of  Daniel,  “  form  a  prophetic  picture, 
which,  in  refpect  of  the  grandeur  and  importance  of 
the  events  delineated  therein,  the  variety  and  fmgu- 
larity  of  the  particulars  whereof  thefe  events  confift, 
the  clearnefs  and  precifion  with  which  they  are  delin¬ 
eated,  the  exadnefs  of  their  accomplifhment,  and 
the  length  of  time  taken  up  in  the  accomplifhment. 
Is  one  of  the  moft  aftonifhing  objeds  which  it  is  pof- 
fible  for  the  human  mind  to  contemplate.”  In  the 
due  examination  of  this  pidure,  we  are  led  to  over¬ 
whelming  conceptions  of  the  prefcience  and  power 
of  God,  and  feel  the  propriety  and  juftnefs  of  the 
defer iption  which  he  gives  of  himfelf — “  I  am  God, 
and  there  is  none  elfe  ;  I  am  God,  and  there  is  none 
like  me — declaring  the  end  from  the  beginning,  and 
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from  ancient  times  the  things  that  are  not  yet  done, 
faying,  my  counfel  fhall  {land,  and  I  will  do  all  my 
pleafure.” 

From  the  days  of  John,  through  the  courfe  of  al- 
moft  eighteen  centuries,  down  to  the  prefent  times, 
events  have  been  taking  place  in  a  regular  fucceffion, 
which  were,  in  vifion,  prefented  to  the  mind  of  that 
prophet.  The  power  in  the  form  of  a  monftrous 
beaft,  beheld  by  him  in  prophetic  vifion,  has  actually 
appeared,  fixed  on  the  feat  of  the  dragon  his  prede* 
ceflbr,  wielding  his  extenfive  empire,  breathing  a 
limilar  fpirit,  and,  in  every  particular,  verifying  the 
character  afiigned  him  by  John.  The  twelve  hun¬ 
dred  and  lixty  prophetic  days,  or  fo  many  years  al¬ 
lotted  for  his  reign,  are  drawing  to  a  clofe.  Many 
of  the  plagues  and  judgments  denounced  againft 
him,  have  been  actually  inflicted.  Among  the  vials 
of  wrath  in  {tore  for  him,  one  was,  in  fpecial,  to  be 
poured  forth  upon  the  feat  of  the  heafi  ;  and  its  predicted 
confequences  were,  that  his  kingdom  Jhould  be  full  of , 
darknefs ,  and  that  his  fubjects  fhould  gnaw  their  tongues 
for  pain ,  though  they  would  not  repent  of  their  deeds . 
Thefe  things  are  fuppofed  to  have  been  realized  at 
the  proteftant  reformation.  That  revolution  {hook 
the  throne  of  the  beaft,  threw*  a  gloom  and  darknefs 
upon  his  councils,  and  filled  his  empire  with  anguifli 
and  vexation.  All  his  malice  and  rage,  as  well  as 
wit  and  policy,  proved  ineffectual  againft  the  force 
of  newly  difcovered  truth,  the  progrefs  of  awakened 
reafon,  and  the  fpreading  beams  from  thefe  rifing 
lights.  From  that  day,  through  the  courfe  of  nearly 
three  centuries,  light,  truth,  and  reafon  gradually 
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advanced,  increafed  their  ftrength,  and  extended 
their  influence  ;  while  fuperftition,  in  the  fame  pro¬ 
portion,  declined,  and  the  empire  of  the  beaft  went 
to  decay.  A  long  time  previous  to  the  late  events, 
the  Pope  (the  proteftant  name  for  the  beaft)  had  loft 
nearly  all  his  ancient  confequence.  Of  the  ten  horns,  or 
kings,  who  formerly  gave  him  their  power,  fome  had 

become  his  enemies ;  others  had  withdrawn  from  him 
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their  fupport ;  and  all  had  become  lukewarm  in  his 
intereft.  Thus  forfaken,  he  furpriftngly  wafted  away, 
and  funk  in  the  eftimation  of  the  world.  44  He  no 
longer  appeared  what  he  once  was,  the  difpofer  of 
crowns,  the  arbiter  of  kingdoms,  and  the  dread  of 
the  world.”  From  this  zenith  of  his  power,  he  had 
fallen,  like  Lucifer  from  heaven.  During  the  pres¬ 
ent  century,  I  recollect  fcarcely  a  Angle  inftance  of 
his  former  arrogance,  cruelty,  perfecution,  and  re¬ 
venge.  In  the  changes  and  commotions  among  the 
kingdoms  and  nations  of  the  world,  within  our  own 
memory,  his  influence  and  intrigues  have  been  hard¬ 
ly  fufpe&ed.  Among  the  great  princes  of  the  world, 
he  has  had  no  weight  or  authority.  The  refpect 
which  any  of  them  have  fhown  him,  has  proceeded 
more  from  civility  and  good-breeding,  from  a  regard 
for  his  fuppofed  virtues,  or  for  order  and  fubordina- 
tion  in  the  church,  than  from  any  fenfe  of  his  fupe« 
riority,  or  any  dread  of  his  power.  Though,  in 
Catholic  countries,  he  has  continued  to  be  acknowl¬ 
edged  as  the  fupreme  viftble  head  of  the  church  ;  yet 
he  has  feldom  abufed  his  power  :  nay,  he  has  borne 
his  faculties  with  a  meeknefs  fuperior  to  that  of  fome 
proteftant  bifhops.  The  late  Ganganelli,  the  imme¬ 
diate 
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diate  prcdeceffor  of  the  prcfent  pope,  was,  in  his  doc¬ 
trines,  morals,  and  manners,  apparently  a  proteftant. 
This  idea  of  his  character  is  forced  upon  us  by  the 
perufal  of  his  writings.  Among  papids,  indeed,  he 
has  been  called  the  Protejiant  Pope  ;  and  it  has  been 
reported  as  the  faying  of  the  cardinals  at  Rome,  that 
“  two  or  three  more  popes,  like  him,  would  put  an 
end  to  popery.”  So  nigh  to  extinction  had  this  cor¬ 
rupt  form  of  Chriftianity  approached  fome  years 
before  the  French  revolution.  Many  of  its  mod 
grofs  and  offenfive  peculiarities  had  been  either  ex¬ 
ploded,  or  fo  foftened  by  explanations,  or  neglected 
in  practice,  that  popery  itfelf,  compared  with  what  it 
was  formerly,  had  become  a  mild  and  harmlefs  fu- 
per  flit  ion.  The  marks  of  the  bead  and  of  the  drag¬ 
on,  fo  vifible  and  manifed  upon  it  in  ancient  times, 
were  nearly  obliterated.  The  mother  of  harlots  had 
either  become  a  reformed  proditute,  or  having  pad- 
ed  the  days  of  vigour  and  paflion,  was  a  mere  with¬ 
ered  form  in  the  laft  dage  of  decrepitude,  retaining 
but  the  fhadow  and  Ikeleton  of  former  times. 

What  great  matter  for  exultation  and  triumph, 
then,  can  it  be,  if  this  feeble  and  decayed  figure  has 
been  lately  toppled  down  by  thofe  mighty  convul- 
fions,  which  have  fhaken  all  the  thrones  in  Europe, 
all  the  edablifhments  in  the  civilized  world  ;  and, 
under  the  ruin  of  their  empires,  have  buried  fome, 
who  were  once  the  greated  and  mod  powerful  of 
princes  ?  What  ignorance  and  prejudice,  what  a 
drange  perverfion  of  underdanding,  do  fome  re¬ 
ligious  people,  among  us,  difeover,  when  they  affe£t 
to  rejoice  in  thefe  events,  as  the  fall  of  Antichrid  ? 

According 
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According  to  the  fcripture  idea  of  the  term,  who¬ 
ever  apoftatizes  from  primitive  Chriftianity,  becomes 
inimical  to  this  religion,  or  obftrufts  its  intereft  and 
fuccefs  in  the  world,  is  Antichrift  ;  And  now ,  fays  St. 
John,  there  are  many  Antlchrifts.  But  furely,  neither 
then,  nor  at  any  period  ftnce  the  days  of  John,  have 
Antichrifts  been  comparably  fo  numerous  or  fo  pow¬ 
erful  as  at  the  prefent  time.  If  one  has  fallen,  how 
many,  what  legions  haveftarted  up  in  his  ftead  ;  and 
thefe,  with  a  rage  of  hoftility,  unparalleled  in  the 
hiftory  of  the  world,  againft  God  himfelf,  as  well  as 
againft  his  Son  Chrift  Jefus — againft  all  kinds  of  re¬ 
ligion,  though  principally,  and  moft  of  all,  againft' 
the  religion  of  Chrift,  in  every  form  and  fhape  in 
which  it  has  been  profeffed  among  men — efpecially 
againft  its  effential  doctrines  and  duties.  So  inveter¬ 
ate  is  the  malignity  of  thefe  modern  Antichrifts, 
againft  the  very  name  of  Chrift,  that  they  feem  de¬ 
termined,  at  every  hazard,  through  rivers  of  blood, 
and  by  the  conflagration  of  all  the  improvements  of 
civilized  life,  to  extirpate  every  monument  of  him 
and  of  his  religion,  of  whatever  may  tend  to  keep 
up  the  remembrance  of  him  in  the  world,  and  to 
fink  his  name  in  utter  oblivion.  Already,  in  the 
countries  where  their  power  predominates,  the  era  * 
of  his  birth  has  been  fet  afide,  his  Sabbaths  abol- 
ifhed,  his  temples  and  altars  pillaged  and  defe- 
crated,  his  minifters  harraffed  with  continual  per- 
fecution,  maffacred  and  banifhed,  and  his  worfhip 
prohibited. 

To  the  power  which  contrives  and  effe<5b  thefe 
things,  and  to  the  times  in  which  they  happen,  what 
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language  or  defcription,  in  the  book  of  God,  is  fo 
exactly  adapted,  my  brethren,  as  that  which  I  read 
to  you  at  the  beginning  of  this  Difcourfe — Wo  to  the 
inhabiters  of  the  earth  and  of  the  fea ,  that  is,  of  the 
world  compofed  of  earth  and  water  ;  for  the  devil  is 
come  down  unto  you ,  having  great  wrath ,  becaufe  he 
knoweth  that  he  hath  but  a  Jhort  time .  The  feveral  fyf- 
tems  of  tyranny  and  oppreflion,  of  cruelty  and  perfe¬ 
ction,  which  have  preceded  the  prefent  era,  are  defig- 
nated  in  this  book  by  The  Dragon,  The  Beast, 
The  false  Prophet,  Babylon  the  Great,  the 
Mother  of  Harlots,  and  the  like.  They  were 
all,  in  their  day,  fo  many  inflruments  and  agents 
of  Satan  ;  and,  in  general,  accomplilhed  his  views 
through  hypocrify  and  the  arts  of  delufion.  But 
thefe  arts  being  either  exhauiled  or  worn  out, 
or  mankind  arrived  at  a  flate  in  which  they  are  no 
longer  liable  to  be  hoodwinked  by  former  impofi- 
tions,  the  devil  feems  to  have  thrown  off  the  mafk. 
lie  now  ceafes  to  hide  his  cloven  foot,  and  appears 
on  the  flage  of  the  world  in  his  own  proper  charac¬ 
ter,  the  hnifhed  enemy  of  God  and  men.  As  the 
latter  only,  are  fubject  to  his  influence,  knowing  that 
his  time  is  fhort,  with  all  the  fpite  and  malice  of  hell, 
he  is  rapidly  hurrying  them  to  the  utmoft  depth  of 
guilt  and  mifery.  They  who  formerly  held  the 
truth  in  unrighteoufnefs,  and  believed  in  flrong  de- 
lufions,  having  laid  afide  their  ancient  credulity- — 
under  the  fame  diabolical  influence,  now  believe  in 
nothing,  and  fear  nothing  ;  but  giving  themfelves 
up  to  the  unreflrained  indulgence  of  all  thofe  lulls 
and  paflions,  which  demons  are  able  to  excite  in  the 
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depraved  hearts  of  reprobate  men,  are  filling  the 
world  with  unheard-of  crimes  and  miferies.  That 
they  are,  to  a  degree  beyond  what  any  nation  ever 
were  before,  prompted  and  aided  by  the  old  ferpent 
the  devil,  is  unqueftionably  evident  from  the  nature 
of  their  enterprifes,  their  manner  of  carrying  them 
on,  and  the  fuccefs  attending  them.  All  thefe  are 
different,  widely  different  from  what  has  heretofore 
been  known  in  the  hiftory  of  mankind. 

It  is  not,  indeed,  a  new  thing  for  men  to  be  am¬ 
bitious,  or  for  their  ambition  to  be  ftrengthened  and 
inflamed  by  fuccefs.  The  firfl:  fucceffes  of  Alexander 
the  Great  awakened  in  him  an  ambition,  which,  at 
length,  aimed  at  the  conqueft  of  the  world  ;  but  it 
was,  at  the  fame  time,  accompanied  with  plans  for 
the  civilization  of  the  world,  and  for  meliorating 
the  condition  of  its  inhabitants.  The  old  Romans 
were  ambitious  ;  but  it  was  by  an  ambition  accom¬ 
panied  with  virtue,  that  they  attained  to  empire. 
While  they  retained  their  republican  character,  they 
were  as  remarkable  for  piety  and  juftice,  as  for  cour¬ 
age  and  valour.  They  religioufly  preferved  the  infti- 
tutions  of  their  anceftors,  reverenced  the  gods,  re- 
fpected  treaties,  detefted  perfidy,  puniflied  crimes, 
and  cherifhed  the  focial  virtues.  While  this  was 
their  character,  their  empire  was  continually  extend¬ 
ing  ;  and  with  it,  were  extended  the  arts  of  civiliza¬ 
tion,  and  the  bleflings  of  order  and  government  to 
the  barbarous  nations  who  fucceffively  fell  under  their 
fway.  Their  extended  dominion  proved  a  blefling 
to  the  world  ;  and,  at  length,  terminated  in  that 
general  peace  among  the  nations,  which  prevailed  at 

the 
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the  era  dillinguilhed  by  the  birth  of  the  Prince 

of  Peace. 

T  o  the  principles  and  manners,  the  views  and  con¬ 
duct  of  thefe  old  Romans,  what  a  perfect  contrail 
are  thofe  of  the  modern  French  ?  In  the  public 
councils  of  the  latter,  it  has  been  proclaimed  as  the 
motto,  the  frontifpiece  of  their  empire,  that  they 
mull  acknowledge  no  Monarchy  in  heaven,  if  they 
would  preferve  their  Republic  on  earth.  Avowed 
Atheifm  i5  the  balls  on  which  the  fabric  of  their 
government,  the  character  of  their  rulers,  and  all 
their  fchemes  and  enterprifes,  are  founded.  With 
thefe  their  profeffed  principles,  their  actions  from  the 
beginning,  both  towards  one  another  and  towards 
other  nations,  have  been  in  perfect  unifon.  In  the 
unheard-of  atrocity,  both  of  the  one  and  of  the  other, 
they  diftance  all  comparifon  with  the  very  worll  affem* 
blage  of  human  beings  who  have  ever  preceded  them. 
Of  the  inhabitants  of  the  antediluvian  world,  and  of 
thofe  who  once  dwelt  in  the  cities  of  Sodom  and 
Gomorrah,  it  is  faid,  that  they  were  to  the  laft,  eat¬ 
ing  and  drinkings  marrying, ,  and  giving  in  marriage ,  buy¬ 
ing  and  felling.  Hence  it  appears,  that  great  as  their 
impieties  and  vices  were,  they  did  not  rife  to  fuch 
an  height  as  to  diforganize  fociety,  and  fubvert  its 
blelfings.  They  Rill,  in  fome  degree,  refpe&ed  the 
rites  of  hofpitality,  the  bonds  of  wedlock,  and  the 
laws  of  commerce.  But  in  regenerated  France,  all 
thefe  are  proftrated  ;  inftead  of  facial  comforts  and 
enjoyments,  the  nearell  relations  betray  each  other 
to  confifcation,  banilhment,  and  the  guillotine  :  in¬ 
ftead  of  marriages,  no  other  connections  between  the 

fexes 
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fexcs  are  formed*  but  fuch  as  are  liable  to  be  difTolved 
at  a  month's  warning  :  fraudulent  fpeculations  form 
the  bulk  of  their  commercial  dealings  among  them- 
felvcs  ;  and  the  whole  Republic  fubfifts  on  the  plun¬ 
der  by  land,  and  the  fpoliations  at  fea,  made  upon  all 
other  nations.  God  drowned  the  old  world,  and 
rained  fire  and  brimftone  upon  the  cities  of  Sodom  ; 
but  what  are  the  judgments  in  ftore  for  thefe  mod¬ 
ern  finners,  the  world  waits  in  awful  expectation. 

The  crifis  is  alarming  ;  and  the  more  fo,  becaufe 
the  atrocities,  now  depicted,  are  not  confined  to  one 
country  or  nation.  The  volcano  has  indeed  opened 
in  France  ;  but  the  combultible  materials,  by  which 
it  is  fed  and  nourilhed,  are  widely  extended,  and 
continually  accumulating  among  the  other  nations 
of  the  world.  Not  in  France  only,  but  in  vari¬ 
ous  other  countries,  is  the  devil  let  loofe  ;  iniquity 
abounds  ;  unclean  fpirits,  like  frogs  in  the  houfes 
and  kneading-troughs  of  the  Egyptians,  have  gone 
forth  to  the  kings  and  rulers  of  the  earth,  and  fpread 
themfelves  over  the  face  of  the  world  :  the  armies 
of  Gog  and  Magog  are  gathered  together  in  open 
hoftility  again#  all  righteoufnefs,  truth  and  good- 
nefs  :  they  are  gone  up  over  the  breadth  of  the  earthy  and 
eompafs  the  camp  of  the  faints .  If  thefe  things  be  not 
the  predicted  forerunners  of  the  general  cataftrophe 
of  mankind,  they  are  undoubtedly  the  convulfions 
fpoken  of  by  St.  John,  under  the  emblems  of  voices^ 
thunderings ,  lightnings ,  and  a  great  earthquake  y fuch  as 
was  not  fince  men  were  upon  earthy  fo  mighty  an  earth - 
quake  and  fo  great — giving  fo  univerfal  and  tremen¬ 
dous  a  Chock  to  the  civil  and  religious  eftablifhments 

of 
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of  mankind.  In  the  dilfolution  of  thefe,  and  in  the 
confequent  diforder  and  confufion,  the  laft  vials  of 
divine  wrath  are  pouring  forth  upon  a  guilty  world. 

These  things  are  fuffered  to  take  place  by  Him, 
who  ruleth  over  all,  that  the  way  may  be  prepared 
for  the  univerfal  reign  of  the  Mefllah.  This  prepara¬ 
tion  will  probably  confift  in  the  immenfe  wafte  and 
depopulation  of  the  human  race.  Like  the  Ifraelites, 
whofe  carcaffes  fell  in  the  wildernefs,  after  they  had  ap¬ 
proached  the  borders  of  the  promifed  land  ;  the  pref- 
ent  generation  of  mankind,  breaking  loofe  from  all 
former  reftraints,  and  fpurning  alike  the  dictates  of 
reafonandthe  precepts  of  religion,  may  be  permitted 
to  give  fcope  to  their  paffions  and  lulls,  in  miferably 
deftroying  one  another, and  defolating  the  earth— that 
after  the  defiru&ion  of  the  prefent  guilty  and  incor¬ 
rigible  inhabitants,  a  furviving  remnant  may  be  fo 
difciplined,  as  to  become  the  loyal  Subjects  of  the 
Prince  of  Peace,  and  enjoy  the  glorious  privileges  of 
his  univerfal  kingdom.  That  fomething  like  this, 
will  be  the  ultimate  iffue,  the  prophecies  of  fcripture 
lead  us  to  expeft. 

These  prophecies  are  the  fupport  of  God’s  faithful 
people,  under  the  profpeft  of  the  fcenes  which  are 
now  opening,  and  of  the  calamities  which  are  coming 
upon  the  earth.  They  allure  us,  that  over  all  this 
diforder  and  confulion,  this  carnage  and  defolation, 
thefe  fallies  of  the  wrath  of  man,  and  malignant  ef¬ 
forts  of  infernal  fpirits,  an  Almighty  Ruler  prelides, 
who  will  fo  check,  control,  guide,  and  fuperintend 
the  whole,  as  to  fecure  the  accomplishment  of  his 

own 
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own  decrees  in  the  final  overthrow  of  all  Antichrif- 
tian  powers,  of  whatever  exalts  itfelf  againft  the  peace¬ 
ful  kingdom  of  his  Son,  and  in  the  univerfal  enlarge¬ 
ment  of  this  kingdom,  and  its  eftablifhment  among 
all  the  nations  on  earth.  Wicked  men  may  ftill  do 
wickedly,  and  be  influenced  by  the  worft  motives 
in  their  revolutionary  movements  ;  but,  like  fire  and 
hail,  wind  and  {form,  they  will  undefignedly  perform 
the  word  of  the  Moft  High  ;  and  in  the  conclufion, 
it  will  be  feen,  that  they  have  a&ually  forwarded  the 
event  which  all  their  devices  and  exertions  were  in¬ 
tended  to  oppofe. 

In  St.  John’s  vifion  of  thefe  mighty  commotions, 
he  faw  an  angel  fifing  in  the  midfi  of  heaven ,  having  the 
everlafiing  gofpel  to  preach  to  them  that  dwell  on  the  earth . 
Hence  it  appears,  that  during  thefe  troublefome  times, 
amidft  the  wreck  of  all  ternporal  interefts,  and  the 
conftant  jeopardy  of  life — to  them  who  learn  right - 
eoufnefs,  while  thefe  judgments  are  abroad  in  the  earth ,  an 
afylum  will  be  prefen  ted.  For  the  lovers  of  order 
and  peace,  while  the  deluge  of  ruin  is  rifing  and  ex¬ 
tending,  an  ark  of  fafety  is  provided.  By  laying 
hold  on  the  gofpel  hope,  and  feeking  refuge  in  this 
llrong  hold,  their  moft  important  interefts  will  be  ef¬ 
fectually  fecured.  In  the  lofs  of  their  earthly  all, 
they  will  ftill  poffefs  the  pearl  of  great  price  ;  and 
though  their  enemies  ihould  prevail  to  take  away 
their  temporal  life,  they  will  receive  life  eternal  in 
exchange.  Dying  in  the  Lord ,  their  everlafiing  bleff- 
ednefs  will  immediately  commence.  I  therefore  clofe 
with  the  invitation  of  the  prophet — Come ,  my  people , 

enter 


(  (  <  f  <  ( 


(  (  (  ( 
<  f  ( 


c  C  r 
<  €  f- 


(  (  f  f  * 


(  c  (  o  <  f  c  .  <  < 

,  ‘  (  c  r  «  II  tl 

«/  *  «/  ‘  *  c 

t'  «  €*  «  <  «  «  < 


r  16 

,  r  ,  ,  f*  <  «  «•*•••'  • 

'  <  ,  ,  r  r  <  ,  *  *  *  •  •  •  *  *  c 

<('  f(f  C  r  <  «*«<  *  .  •  •  •  ••  •  «  * 

enter  into  thy dtdfobe'ri^knd  Jhut  'thy'' do  drs  about  thee? 
hide  thyfelf  as  it  were  for  a  little  moment ,  «#///  the  in - 
dignaticn  be  cverpafl.  For  behold ,  the  Lord  cometh  out 
of  his  place ,  ft  punifh  the  inhabitants  of  the  earth  for 
their  iniquity . 


FINIS. 


